
Stories & photos of native plants urgently needed - Can you help?

Please email them to   graham.oliver.au@gmail.com



   HISTORY OF MARANOA BOTANIC GARDENS
Maranoa Botanic Gardens in Kireep Rd Balwyn is arguably 
Melbourne’s premier botanic garden devoted exclusively to 
Australian native plants.  It is also one of the oldest gardens of its 
type and has always had a close relationship to key people in the 
movement to promote our unique flora for use in gardens, 
community areas and their original environments.

The garden began in the early 1890s, when Mr John Watson, a keen 
amateur botanist and horticulturalist with a special interest in native 
plants, purchased land in Balwyn for a private garden.  He planted 
many Australian and New Zealand native trees and shrubs and 
maintained the area purely as a garden.   Originally called the 
“Australian Gardens”  the name was changed to “Maranoa Gardens” 
after the Maranoa river in Queensland, when Camberwell Council 
bought the site from Watson in 1920.  More recently the name was 
changed to Maranoa Botanic Gardens to reflect the scientific / 
horticultural side of the garden.

Watson’s garden was revolutionary from its inception.  It was distinguished by its nature as an experimental garden on an 
isolated campus, and its concentration on the full range of Australian native plants, not just a few specimen trees.  While there 
had been a great interest in Australian flora during the nineteenth century, bush gardens were extremely rare.  Members of field
naturalist clubs were in the forefront of promoting them and changing community attitudes.  

Watson was part of this movement, along with other contributors to the Gardens' development including Arthur Swaby (the 
founder of the Society for Growing Australian Plants), Ivo Hammet (a pioneer of Australian native plant growing) and Charles 
French (an associate of Ferdinand von Mueller).  APS Victoria’s association with the gardens has continued over many years 
both directly and indirectly through individual members belonging to the Garden’s Consulting Committee or the Gardens' staff.
To mark this connection three Wollemi Pines gifted by APS Victoria have been planted in the main lawn near Kireep Rd.

After the purchase of the Gardens by Camberwell Council all the
New Zealand plants were removed over a period of several years
leaving a purely Australian native plant garden.  In 1962, the original
Gardens were doubled in size with the construction of the rockery.
Since then development has been ongoing.  The temperate
woodland / heathland area was planted in 1986 and the rockery
expanded in 1987 to display plants considered to be difficult to grow
in Melbourne's climate.

The Gardens are now divided into seven zones which take into
consideration soil type, irrigation, geology and climate preferences.
They include the cottage garden, rainforest, arid zone, arboretum, an
indigenous plants display, a dry sclerophyll forest which includes
shrubs and smaller plants which favour a shady and dry
environment, a temperate woodland / heathland area with low
growing plants, and a rockery.

With some 5000 plants, most of which are named, and as an exemplar of Australian bush garden design, Maranoa Botanic 
Gardens is recognised by its registration with the National Trust as an important part of Australian gardening history and, we 
might add, the history of APS Victoria.

    NATIVE RHODODENDRONS IN AUSTRALIA? ?
As the days get longer and warmer, plants are starting to come 
into buds which erupt into blossoms heralding the arrival of 
spring.  Rhododendrons are prominent amongst the many floral 
displays.

If I were to ask you what thoughts rhododendrons conjured up in 
your mind, you would probably talk about the mist clad 
mountains of southern China, the Himalayas, and the high peaks 
of Borneo, Java and New Guinea, because this is where most 
rhododendrons originate from.

But what if I told you Australia has a single species of native 
rhododendron and that it is very suited for growing in 
Melbourne?  Would you believe me?

Our native rhododendron, Rhododendron lochiae, also likes wet, 
mist covered mountains.  It grows at altitudes above 950m on 
nine peaks in National Parks in the Wet Tropics World Heritage 

Area, south and inland from Cairns in far north Queensland. 



Baron Ferdinand von Mueller, Victorian government botanist, was the first person to speculate about finding 
rhododendrons on the high tropical mountains of Queensland. He wrote:

When in 1855 [I] saw… the bold outlines of Mount Bellenden-Ker, the highest mount of tropical Australia, towering to 
5,000 feet, [I] was led to think, that the upper region might prove to be the home of species of Rhododendron.

It would be another 32 years before von Mueller’s suspicions
were confirmed, specimens of the newly discovered plants
collected, and sent to von Mueller.  He named the species 
Rhododendron lochiae after Lady Loch, the wife of the then
Victorian Governor.

Rhododendron lochiae is small shrub which, in nature clings to
cliffs by sending roots down into crevices in the rocks.  In
cultivation the plants require good drainage, constant moisture,
good light and a semi-shaded position protected from frost and
hot sun.  They also make an ideal pot plant ideally sized for
display on balconies, particularly those which face north or south
and avoid the hot summer early morning and late afternoon sun.
The specimen in the photo below, growing in Virginia Barnett’s
garden, is over 30 years old and has never been re-potted.  

In our
Melbourne climate the clusters of bright red tubular flowers 
appear around November.

Plants are available from specialist native plant nurseries and 
many general plant nurseries or, if you prefer, can be grown with
with relative ease from cuttings. 

  IN FLOWER IN MY GARDEN– C

Jenny Kelso’s Garden

Aphanopetalum resinosum
Useful foliage plant for shaded
corners of the garden, with the

added features of delicate flowers
and attractive fruits.  Next photo

shows the plant growing on a
garage wall.

Aphanopetalum resinosum - Gum Vine
As a stem twiner it needs support to raise itself above
ground level.  A well-composted soil is required. If the

plant becomes woody and the foliage sparse it
responds well to heavy pruning undertaken prior to
strong growth flushes, such as early spring and after

flowering.   Easily propagated from semi-hard cuttings

Orthrosanthus multiflorus
Morning Flag

Ornamental clump forming plant
with long strappy leaves.
Attractive blue flowers.
Full sun / partial shade.

Suitable for pots.

R. lochiae Growing in the Wild



Prostanthera ovalifolia
Flowering after 1 year in

ground.  Prune back annually
by a third. Partial sun.

Propagate from cuttings.

Chorilaena quercifolia 
Good screener.  Happy in sun

or shade, moist or dry, and
most soils.  Flowers for most
of the year.  Propagate from

cuttings.

Senna artemisioides
Has been in flower for weeks.

Faces west.  Suited to most
drier areas as long as it is
given full sun and good

drainage.  Propagate from
seed or cuttings.

Veronica perfoliata
Easy care plant.  Low-

growing plant with graceful
arching habit. Drought

resistant.  Grows well in a
gravel garden or in the

rockery.  Propagation by
cuttings or division.

Mirini Lang’s Garden

 

Isopogon formosum
 Erect or spreading shrub that typically grows to a height of

1.5–2 m 

Leptospermum “Merinda”
 A hybrid between between Leptospermum “Pink Cascade”

and Leptospermum “Aphrodite”.  It is a small shrub growing
to about 1 metre high with an arching habit of growth.

 MEETING 20TH OCTOBER   
The meeting was held on ZOOM due to the health restrictions on live meetings.  

Virginia Barnett showed us a letter in our Group’s archives from the late Jim Willis.

Graeme Stone then talked about a recent visit to Uamabi Nature Reserve, a unique flora and fauna reserve managed by 
Heathmont Bushcare located at 26/36 Allens Rd, Heathmont.  Generously donated to Trust for Nature by the Harper family in 
1988, Uambi is a four hectare block of Mixed-Stringybark forest, the original vegetation in the Heathmont Area.  Uambi means
"Pine Scrub" in an indigenous language. 

The reserve contains 175 indigenous flora species and 87 exotic weeds.  There have been 16 indigenous bird species and 4 
exotic species identified.  It is also noted because no other site within metropolitan Melbourne that provides such an excellent 
environment for butterflies.  30 species of butterflies, skippers and darts (twenty-nine indigenous, one introduced) have been 
observed , the rarest of which is the Chaostola Skipper.

Cautionary Note:  The tracks in the reserve are totally unsuitable for wheelchairs and the mobility challenged due to the narrow
rough paths meandering through the bush and some small but steep gullies.

Graham Oliver showed pictures of pines suitable for gardens, which he saw in Tasmania.



Graeme Stone Graham Oliver

 CAN YOU IDENTIFY THIS PLANT?   
This is a plant Graeme Stone saw on his visit to Uambi.  It is an
indigenous plant with weed properties.

Graeme would appreciate help with identifying it.

 COMMITTEE
Leader Jenny Kelso 9889-1195
Secretary Virginia Barnett 9803-4502
Treasurer Gavin Cole 0418 543 956
Newsletter Graham Oliver 0418 359 067
Librarian Geoff Schroder 9882-5213

Heather Maplesden 9803-5142
Sandra Wearne 0413 667 368

 SUPPER ROSTER
November 18th Anna Kane & Graeme Stone

Please swap if unable to attend


